Chapter 9 – Use WRKSPLF to View Printer Spool Files
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9.1 What is a Printer Spool File? 
In the early days of computing, computers actually printed directly to printers. As a report program ran, it printed the report. This meant that only one print program could run at a time.

Nowadays, operating systems have a way of storing print data in spool files. The spool files can be held, saved after they are printed and printed multiple times.

On the System i, the user profile defines a default printer and output queue. When you do something that causes something to print, the print data is put in your output queue.

It is possible that your output queue is set up to start printing as soon as the printer is available. Typically, programmers have their output queue assigned to a fictitious printer name. This way the printer data accumulates in the programmer’s output queue but never prints.
9.2 Using WRKSPLF to view printer data

An easy command to use to see printer spool data is WRKSPLF, Work with Spool Files.

Try it now; there are no options. Just key WRKSPLF and hit ENTER.

You should see something like this:

[image: image1.png]O =18
File Edt View Communication Actions Window Help
Work with Printer Output
System:  S102BD10
User . . . ... DAVIDMOUNT ~ Name, *ALL, F4 for list

Type options below, then press Enter. To work with printers, press F22
2=Change  3=Hold 4=Delete  5=Display 6=Release  7=Message
9=iork with printing status 10=Start printing 1l=Restart printing

Printer/
Opt Output Status
Not Assigned
OBILIST Not assigned to printer (use Opt 10)
OBILIST Not assigned to printer (use Opt 10)
OBILIST Not assigned to printer (use Opt 10)

Botton
Fl=Help F3=Exit F5=Refresh F11=Dates/pages/forms F12=Cancel
F14=Select other printer output F20=Include system output F24=More keys




 09016

In my case, my user profile is set up so that printer files are not assigned to any printer.

You can see that there are three printer files named “OBJLIST”. These are compiler listings that were created when I compiled the physical file in the last chapter.

The most recent of these files is at the bottom.

The options that you will usually use are:

5 to display the print data


4 to delete the spool file


2 to change the attributes of the spool file


9 work with printing status 

You should have some print spool files in your output queue that are listed on your screen.

Key “5” next to one of your spool files.

Spend a few minutes learning how to navigate through your print data.

Hit the PAGE-DOWN key to scroll down. Hit PAGE-UP to scroll back up.

Notice the prompt at the bottom that F19=Left and F20=Right. This means that is you hold down SHIFT and hit F8 (the equivalent of F20), you will scroll right. SHIFT and F7 to scroll back left.

In the field at the very top that is labeled “Control”:


Enter B and hit ENTER to go to the bottom


Enter T and hit ENTER to go to the top


Enter W10 and ENTER to shift to column 10. This stands for “Window-10”.

Finally, key a few letters (or a word) in the field labeled “Find”. Then hit SHIFT and F4 to search for those letters. This “find” function is one things that is case sensitive on the System i.

Hit F3 to exit the spool file.

If you key “4” as the option next to a spool file and ENTER, you will delete the spool file. I like to keep my output queue as empty as possible. Once I view a spool file, I often delete it immediately.
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